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Commission Raises Pumpage Fees 
 

 

The Capital Area Ground Water Conservation Commission decided at the September 

Commission meeting to double the water fee it charges in order to pay for wells to help track 

salt water in the aquifer under Baton Rouge. 

 

The commission currently charges $5 per million gallons used to regulated users to help pay for 

commission work. At the meeting the board approved raising that to $10 per million gallons to 

the 58 regulated users in the parishes of East Baton Rouge, West Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 

West Feliciana and Pointe Coupee. 

 

The commission has the authority to raise fees to deal with saltwater intrusion in the Southern 

Hills Aquifer, which provides drinking and industrial water to Baton Rouge. 

 

Commissioners decided against an option of paying for the test wells by splitting the cost 

among just the regulated users in the 2,000-foot sand instead of across the board. That option 

needed legislative approval, and the commission has found it difficult to find anyone to sponsor 

such a bill. 

 

“Going back to the Legislature for a change is not the path we need to go down,” 

Commissioner Dale Aucoin said. 

 

Commissioners voted 8-2 in favor of an across-the-board fee increase, with three 

commissioners abstaining from the vote. 

 

Commission members representing the Baton Rouge Water Company, which along with West 

Baton Rouge Parish’s representative favored the 2,000-foot sand option, said it was difficult to 
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give customers the exact amount their bills would increase. Other commissioners said 

residential customers currently pay 3 cents to 9 cents a month in water fees, so it’s unlikely 

anyone will even notice when that amount doubles. 

 

The higher fee applies to any customer using 50,000 gallons or more water a day. Exemptions 

include users taking water out of the Mississippi River alluvial aquifer, those with wells of less 

than 400 feet in depth and agricultural customers. 

 

The fees won’t be official until the commission holds public hearings and does other 

administrative work — likely to take five or six months. 

 

The fee increase will raise the $250,000 a year needed for exploratory wells in the 2,000-foot 

layer of the Southern Hills Aquifer under downtown Baton Rouge. The wells will help the 

commission address saltwater intrusion into this part of the multilayered aquifer. 

 

Aucoin said the commission’s master plan calls for a 3.5 million gallons a day reduction of 

industrial pumping from the 2,000-foot aquifer layer. The scavenger wells will be used to 

prevent salt water from moving farther north to other wells. 

 

Industrial users already have accomplished the pumping reduction and “it’s time to move on 

with the next phase of this,” Aucoin said. New test wells are needed to provide more 

information about where the scavenger wells should be put to do the most good. 

 

“We don’t feel industry should carry the full cost of these test wells,” said Aucoin, who is with 

ExxonMobil and represents industry on the commission. “Industries are ready to fund their 

share.” 

 

Jeff Miller, Baton Rouge Water Company’s commissioner, said the second option requiring 

legislative approval was a better approach. At the technical committee meeting the previous 

week, Miller advocated for industrial users of the 2,000-foot sand to voluntarily pay for the 

needed test wells. 

 

Aucoin said that wasn’t well received in the past because no company wants to be put on the 

hook for paying all of the cost and it was better for all to pay a part. 

 

Adapted from an article by Amy Wold, The Advocate (9/16/2015)

 

 

The Environment and Health Council Holds Water Conference 
 

“Capital Region Water in 2050: Opportunities & Challenges” 

 

Baton Rouge, LA—The Environment and Health Council of Louisiana (EHCL), in partnership with 

Pennington Biomedical Research Center, hosted a half day conference on Sept. 17th. “Capital Region 

Water in 2050: Opportunities & Challenges” featuring speakers and panelists dedicated to advancing a 

long term vision for use of the Capital Region’s fresh water resources as a foundation for the region’s 

recreational activity, and economic growth and prosperity, and overall quality of life.  The conference 
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covered the breadth and value of our abundant water resources, cooperative efforts for preservation, 

and opportunities to leverage these resources for future growth and regional prosperity. 

 

In addition to featuring several speakers, there were be two panel discussions.  

 

Panel Descriptions 

 

“Live, Work, Play: Enhancing, Leveraging & Protecting Our Water Resources”  

 

This Panel featured established Capital Region leaders offering perspectives from industry, business, 

government and philanthropy on the water assets native to our region, the role water plays in our 

quality of life and economic development interests, and what their organizations are doing to leverage, 

protect and enhance the water resources in our area. 

 

“Next Gen Water Vision: Where Do We Go From Here?” 

 

This panel focused on visioning for the future, featuring young leaders who are actively building the 

future of the Capital Region. They shared their ideas, aspirations and concerns regarding water 

resources in our region and discussed what they see as the next steps towards formulating a shared 

community vision and pursuing implementation. 
 

District Director Named to State Commission 

 
Capital Area Groundwater Conservation District Director Anthony Duplechin has been named by 

Governor Jindal as the District’s representative on the Louisiana Water Resources Commission, 

replacing Mr. Eugene Owen of Baton Rouge Water Company, whose term had expired. 

 

The commission has the authority to do the following: 

 

 Review and approve or reject any orders of the commissioner placing restrictions on wells. 

 

 Review rules and regulations proposed by the commissioner. 

 

 Continue the development of a statewide ground water resource management program.  

 

 Evaluate the state's surface water resources. 

 

 Review the contingency plan developed by the commissioner to respond to a ground water 

emergency. 

 

 Direct the commissioner to promulgate rules and regulations for the appointment or designation 

of up to five regional bodies based on the general location of major aquifer systems and water 

sources of the state and composed of local stakeholders who are representative of current users. 
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